Introduced by Council Member Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2011-744
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE “THANKSGIVING FOR SENIORS” LUNCHEON; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1986 a group led by Joan Turner, an employee of the City’s Adult Services Division, asked the Jacksonville community to “adopt a senior” and help provide a Thanksgiving luncheon to senior citizens to help them enjoy the holiday; and


WHEREAS, growing from an attendance of 15 seniors at the first event, the Thanksgiving for Seniors luncheon has grown into an annual tradition that has served over 20,000 attendees in its 25 years of existence; and


WHEREAS, the event, now sponsored by the Senior Life Foundation, WCGL radio, the Florida Star newspaper and WELLCARE along with contributions from many other individuals, churches and organizations, provides a much anticipated opportunity for seniors to socialize and celebrate their many blessings and for the Jacksonville community to demonstrate its love and care for our beloved elders; and 


WHEREAS, Thanksgiving for Seniors is especially important and meaningful for those seniors who may live alone, or far from family, or who have outlived spouses and children and who greatly appreciate the festive atmosphere, good food, and social interaction the event always provides which reinforces an attitude of gratitude for our many blessings; and


WHEREAS, the sponsors and organizers of the event are to be commended for reaching the milestone of the 25th anniversary of this fine event; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the 25th anniversary of “Thanksgiving for Seniors” and wishes the organizers, sponsors and participants the very best of health and happiness for the holiday season.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is to honor the event, which will be held on Tuesday, November 22nd, the day of the City Council meeting, in a timely manner.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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